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In mid-2020, Journal of Media Psychology (JMP) announced
an open call for manuscripts focused on theoretical innova-
tions – challenging scholars to reconsider the scholarly
record to consolidate, innovate, or propose novel
approaches to studying the uses, processes, and effects of
media (Bowman et al., 2020). This call led to several sub-
missions and from there, our editorial staff selected 12 total
manuscripts for further development and publication. Six of
those manuscripts were presented in late 2021 (Klimmt &
Bowman, 2021) – manuscripts that focused on identity shift
(Carr et al., 2021), formal modeling and media selection
(Fisher & Hamilton, 2021), inspirational media (Oliver
et al., 2021), self-regulation and online engagement (Ozimek
& Förster, 2021), and media multitasking (Wiradhany
et al., 2021; Zamanzadeh & Rice, 2021). Although it is too
soon to see the impact of those manuscripts in our system
via downloads and citation metrics, papers under review
with JMP have already begun working these ideas into the-
orizing and discussion sections. Moreover, early social
media chatter (and a few emails to the editor) suggest that
these papers have struck a chord with our colleagues, and
we are eager to see those provocations and innovations
make their way into future theoretical and empirical work.

The five papers in this second issue represent innovations
on several dimensions of scholarship1. Ewoldsen et al.
(2022) propose the role that so-called connectionist models
of memory construction could play in helping us further
understand a long-standing presumption of media scholars
– audiences and users process the same on-screen/in-
device content quite differently. Frener and Trepte (2022)
present a content analysis of more than 100 studies focused
on gender and online privacy, noting that many of these
studies fail to sufficiently engage with gender theory, with

a long-term risk of propagating flawed gender essentialism
perspectives. Wong et al. (2022) update intergroup contact
approaches and propose for the dual roles of parasocial
contact (e.g., viewers engage with outgroup members)
and vicarious contact (e.g., viewers identify with ingroup
characters who interact with outgroup characters) in using
media to reduce outgroup prejudices. Riles and colleagues
(2022) apply advances in critical media effects to propose
a more nuanced consideration of intersectionality in the
study of media selection, media uses, and media effects.
Finally, Poels et al. (2022) provide an exciting update
(pun and valence, intended) into the role that boredom
plays in understanding engagement with mobile media –

owning to the fact that boredom is a common mood state
that can likely be well-regulated by increasingly ever-pre-
sent mobile media access.

In this special collection, we hope that the 11 papers
eventually presented will inspire innovations in our readers’
own scholarship. We invite all readers to take up and take
on the innovations and provocations offered in these manu-
scripts, be it as the foundation for future empirical work or
as platforms for future debate and discussion – all of which,
we welcome in future issues of JMP.
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