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Supplemental Material

Figure E1

Linear Models for Treatment Checks

Note. Recognition of attacks against women: Gender (female): b = -0.07, 95% CI [-0.27, 0.13];

Condition (treatment): b = 2.31, 95% CI [2.11, 2.51]; Gender X condition: b = 0.11, 95% CI [-0.29, 0.51];

Model: F(3, 746) = 171.58, p < 0.001, adj. R2 = 0.41. Hostility against women: Gender (female): b = -0.14,

95% CI [-0.32, 0.03]; Condition (treatment): b = 1.35, 95% CI [1.18, 1.53]; Gender X condition: b = -0.03,

95% CI [-0.38, 0.32]; Model: F(3, 746) = 76.95, p < 0.001, adj. R2 = 0.23

https://doi.org/10.1027/1864-1105/a000373
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Figure E2

Original stimuli treatment condition
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Figure E3

Original stimuli control condition



ESM DO SEXIST COMMENTS HINDER PARTICIPATION 5



ESM DO SEXIST COMMENTS HINDER PARTICIPATION 6

Supplement E4

Translation of stimuli treatment condition

Translation by the authors of the stimulus material for the paper: Do sexist comments hinder

participation in online political discussions? A preregistered experiment

[Icon] meta.tagesschaut.de

[Navigation]

[headline]

Your opinion on:

New study on parental allowance and parental leave

June 3rd 2020 – 04:40 pm

[running text]

A new study by the University of Bielefeld shows that parental allowance is well received.

“Since the launch of parental allowance, both mothers and fathers have been taking longer parental

leave”, said Dr. Schmidt, scientific director of the study.

However, a lot more mothers than fathers took parental leave. Fathers also take much shorter periods of

leave.

[keywords] parental allowance, parental leave, study

[geo-keywords] Bielefeld, Germany, Europe

[heading comment section]

Comments

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:01 pm from ThMA

I’m looking forward to taking parental leave

It sure is interesting how the numbers have changed over the past years. I also know a lot of

people who are taking parental leave and they have a lot of fun with their little ones. I will have

it soon, too😊

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:15 pm from micmar

The woman can’t count
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The “study” of this “scientist” says nothing! Miss PhD has miscalculated, this cannot be true.

The woman should rather attend a 6th grade basic math class again before she comes up with

“studies” like that. Better stay at home yourself and take care of your children! If you have any

at all, maybe it would also be better if not. Mrs. Doctor Schmidt is not a real scientist!!!

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:30 pm from TN255

@ micmar

That’s it!!! Do not trust any statistics that you have not faked yourself. Whereby the doctor is

probably too stupid to even fake.

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:37 pm from Napf

@ micmar

Yep, Mrs. “Doctor” Schmidt… Probably never took care of a child herself before, but wants to

tell us what to do. Typical woman!

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:39 pm from Corax

How do you handle parental leave?

It is exciting to hear, how things develop. We are currently faced with the decision of who will

take parental leave for how long and have to think about what is best for our child.

How do you guys handle it? How do you or how would you organize the parental leave?

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:41 pm from Möbius

@Corax

Yes, this is indeed an important question. We both took parental leave, and it was a great

experience. But I also totally understand if that does not work for every family. I hope you will

find the best solution for you!

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:45 pm from O_50

Numbers and feelings are not the same!
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I also find it difficult to argue only with some numbers. The moms and dads should be asked

what they really feel.

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:57 pm from weltoffen

More parental allowance!

All good, interesting study. But what I still have to say: The parental allowance is way too low.

The politics should do something here.

[Navigation]
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Supplement E5

Translation of stimuli control condition

Translation by the authors of the stimulus material for the paper: Do sexist comments hinder

participation in online political discussions? A preregistered experiment

[Icon] meta.tagesschaut.de

[Navigation]

[headline]

Your opinion on:

New study on parental allowance and parental leave

June 3rd 2020 – 04:40 pm

[running text]

A new study by the University of Bielefeld shows that parental allowance is well received.

“Since the launch of parental allowance, both mothers and fathers have been taking longer parental

leave”, said Dr. Schmidt, scientific director of the study.

However, a lot more mothers than fathers took parental leave. Fathers also take much shorter periods of

leave.

[keywords] parental allowance, parental leave, study

[geo-keywords] Bielefeld, Germany, Europe

[heading comment section]

Comments

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:01 pm from ThMA

I’m looking forward to taking parental leave

It sure is interesting how the numbers have changed over the past years. I also know a lot of

people who are taking parental leave and they have a lot of fun with their little ones. I will have

it soon, too😊

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:39 pm from Corax
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How do you handle parental leave?

It is exciting to hear, how things develop. We are currently faced with the decision of who will

take parental leave for how long and have to think about what is best for our child.

How do you guys handle it? How do you or how would you organize the parental leave?

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:41 pm from Möbius

@Corax

Yes, this is indeed an important question. We both took parental leave, and it was a great

experience. But I also totally understand if that does not work for every family. I hope you will

find the best solution for you!

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:45 pm from O_50

Numbers and feelings are not the same!

I also find it difficult to argue only with some numbers. The moms and dads should be asked

what they really feel.

On June 3rd 2020 at 05:57 pm from weltoffen

More parental allowance!

All good, interesting study. But what I still have to say: The parental allowance is way too low.

The politics should do something here.

[Navigation]
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Supplement E6

Study items

Items are translated by the authors. The original version of the questionnaire and its full translation are
available through the study’s OSF repository.

Control item discussion frequency

The following questions deal with the frequency of participation in online discussions that you
take part in.

● How often do you interchange with other social media users (Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, or
the like)?

● How often do you participate in discussions on social media platforms (Twitter, Facebook,
YouTube, or the like) that are politically and or socially relevant?

● How often do you leave comments on websites of newspapers, TV shows, or radio
broadcasts?

● How often do you participate in comment-based discussions that are politically and or
socially relevant on websites of newspapers, TV shows, or radio broadcasts?

1 [never]
2
3
4 [sometimes]
5
6
7 [very often]

DV political expression

Many news portals offer their users the possibility to discuss articles with other users. Please
read the following example thoroughly. Please read the comments to the very end. Many of the
following questions relate to this example.

[Stimulus]

How likely is it that you would post a comment in this discussion?
Fill-in instruction: You can rate all your answers on a scale of 1 (very unlikely) to 7 (highly
likely).

How likely is it that you would state your personal opinion on the topic of parental leave in
this discussion?
Fill-in instruction: You can rate all your answers on a scale of 1 (very unlikely) to 7 (highly
likely).
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1 [very unlikely]
2 [unlikely]
3 [rather unlikely]
4 [maybe]
5 [rather likely]
6 [likely]
7 [highly likely]

DV expected sanctions

Imagine putting yourself in the situation just described: What negative consequences do you
think you would have to face if you participated in those discussions?
Fill-in instruction: You can rate all your answers on a scale of 1 (does not apply at all) to 7 (fully
applies).

I would be afraid of...
● … being attacked publicly.
● … being verbally attacked.
● … being laughed at.
● … getting offended.
● … being exposed.
● … being bullied.
● … being personally stalked online (Cyberstalking).
● … not being taken seriously.
● … being ignored.

1 [does not apply at all]
2 [mostly does not apply]
3 [rather does not apply]
4 [partly applies/ partially does not apply]
5 [rather apllies]
6 [mostly applies]
7 [fully applies]

DV perceived internal efficacy

In view of the discussion you just saw: How much do the following statements apply to you?
Fill-in instruction: You can rate all your answers on a scale of 1 (does not apply at all) to 7 (fully
applies).

● I don't think I have anything to contribute to this discussion.
● I know too little about the subject to participate in the discussion.
● I find that the topic of the discussion does not concern me.
● I am not sure I have enough knowledge about the topic to participate in a discussion.
● Please check "does not apply at all" in this line.
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● I feel able to inform others about this issue.

1 [does not apply at all]
2 [mostly does not apply]
3 [rather does not apply]
4 [partly applies/ partially does not apply]
5 [rather apllies]
6 [mostly applies]
7 [fully applies]

Treatment checks

We are interested in what you think of the discussion you have just seen.
Fill-in instruction: You can rate all your answers on a scale of 1 (Do not agree at all) to 7 (fully
agree).

● Comments portrayed women as incompetent.
● Women were attacked in the comments.
● Comments referred to the gender of the scientist.
● Women were insulted in the comments.
● Women are not welcome in this discussion.
● Women are more likely to be verbally attacked in this discussion than men.
● Women's opinions are not taken seriously in this discussion.
● Women's opinions are not valued in this discussion.
● Women are more likely to get offended in this discussion than men.
● Women are more likely to be bullied in this discussion than men.
● It is dangerous for women to participate in this discussion.
● There are no consequences for women to participate in this discussion.

1 [Do not agree at all]
2 [mostly disagree]
3 [rather disagree]
4 [partly agree / partly disagree]
5 [rather agree]
6 [mostly agree]
7 [fully agree]


